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Appendices

Brussels • Belgium

Seville • Spain Ispra • Italy

Karlsruhe • Germany

Geel • Belgium

Petten •
The Netherlands

The European Commission

The Joint Research Centre of the European Commission 

The European Union
The European Union (EU) is a unique economic and political 

union between 27 EU countries. It began in the aftermath of the 
Second World War as a purely economic union and gradually 
evolved into an organisation spanning policy areas, from climate, 
environment and health to external relations and security, justice 
and migration. 

The EU is governed by the principle of representative 
democracy, with citizens directly represented at Union level in 
the European Parliament and Member States represented in 
the European Council and the Council of the EU. The European 
Commission is the EU's politically independent executive arm, 
which promotes the general interest of the EU by proposing 
legislation to and enforcing decisions by the Parliament and the 
Council.

The EU is represented at the United Nations, the World Trade 
Organization, the G8 (Group of Eight industrialised nations) and 
the G20 (Group of 20).

The European Commission
The European Commission is the executive body of the 

EU, and is responsible for proposing legislation, verifying its 
implementation, and upholding the Union's treaties. Political 
leadership is provided by a team of 27 Commissioners (one 
from each EU country) – led by the Commission President, who 
decides who is responsible for which policy area. Each member 
of the College is nominated by their national government, and 
then appointed by the European Council after the approval of the 
European Parliament.

The day-to-day running of Commission business is 
performed by staff (specialists in domains such as law, finance, 
economics, science, communications and administration) working 
in departments known as Directorates-General (DGs). Each DG is 
responsible for a specific policy area. DGs develop, implement and 
manage EU policy, law, and funding programmes. The Commission 
proposes new laws, but it is the European Parliament and Council 
of the European Union that enact them. Service departments 
deal with administrative issues, and executive agencies manage 
programmes set up by the Commission.

The Joint Research Centre (JRC)
The Joint Research Centre (JRC) is one of the Commission’s 

DGs. It is the Commission's science and knowledge service, 
carrying out research in order to provide independent scientific 
advice and support to EU policy.

JRC staff create, manage and make sense of knowledge, and 
develop innovative tools and make them available to policymakers; 
anticipate emerging issues that need to be addressed at EU level 
and understand policy environments; and collaborate with over a 
thousand organisations worldwide.

JRC work has a direct impact on the lives of citizens by 
contributing with its research outcomes to a healthy and safe 
environment, secure energy supplies, sustainable mobility and 
consumer health and safety. The JRC draws on over 60 years of 
scientific experience, and continually builds expertise in knowledge 
production and knowledge management. The organisation hosts 
specialist laboratories and unique research facilities, and is the 
workplace for thousands of scientists. The JRC has six sites in five 
EU countries (Brussels, Geel, Ispra, Karlsruhe, Petten and Seville).

JRC research is clustered into ten science areas: agriculture 
and food security; economic and monetary union; energy and 
transport; environment and climate change; health and consumer 
protection; information society; innovation and growth; nuclear 
safety and security; safety and security; and standards. Details 
can be found on https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/science-areas. 
The research is carried out through six knowledge production 
directorates, working alongside additional support, strategy and 
knowledge management directorates. See https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/
en/about/jrc-in-brief for further information. The work presented 
in this Atlas was carried out in the Directorate for Sustainable 
Resources. 

The Directorate for Sustainable Resources
The Joint Research Centre in Ispra (the third biggest 

European Commission site after Brussels and Luxembourg) is 
the main location of the Directorate for Sustainable Resources. 
The directorate is a leading exponent of environmental, economic 
and process modelling, geospatial statistics and information 
processing, and Earth observation science and applications. It 
has dedicated laboratory facilities, runs in situ measurement 
campaigns, and is engaged in education and capacity building on 
site and with partner institutions throughout the world. 

The directorate carries out research on food and nutrition 
security, agricultural production, consumption and trade, the food 
chain, land use, land-use change, soil, water (inland and marine), 
forests, raw materials, fisheries, biodiversity and ecosystem 
services. The directorate’s research highlights the threats to our 
existing resources and natural capital, and the role of sustainable 
resources in climate change mitigation and adaptation; explores 
alternative resource management pathways; supports the 
development of a sustainable bioeconomy in Europe; and provides 
insight into the functions of sustainable resources in achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals of the UN's 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. 

Publications Office of the European Union
The EU Publications website (https://op.europa.eu/en/

publications) is your single point of access to publications from the 
European Union institutions, agencies and other bodies, published 
by the Publications Office. EU Publications provides an overview 
of publications’ contents through comprehensive bibliographic 
notices. You may download publications in PDF format free of 
charge. If a publication you are looking for is not available, you 
can use the ‘PDF on request’ function to be informed by email as 
soon as the PDF is added to the website.

You can also order a single copy of any free-of-charge 
publication, provided it is in stock. As for priced publications, you 
can place an order with EU Publications by choosing one of our 
sales agents, or download the PDF file free of charge. Publications 
are usually shipped within 48 hours of receipt of the order.

You can find publications through simple and advanced 
search functions, browsing by thematic area or by author (e.g. 
by European Union institution). Furthermore, you may choose 
to create an EU Publications account and access personalised 
functions, for example, saving search queries for regular use 
or signing up to be notified by email about new releases that 
interest you.

The Publications Office aims to make EU Publications the 
common entry point for European Union publications. Currently, 
the website is available in 22 languages. All atlases are available 

in hard copy (for EUR 25) or as a pdf file 
(free of charge).

The Directorate for Sustainable Resources is located 
in Ispra, a small town on the shore of Lake Maggiore 
in northern Italy. The JRC’s Ispra site is in the centre 
foreground, Monte Rosa, the second highest mountain in 
western Europe (after Mont Blanc), is the high-point on the 
skyline. (EC-JRC)

Location of the directorates and headquarters of the JRC. (EC-JRC)
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In this chapter information is provided on the copyright and licensing aspects underpinning the content of this Atlas. The 
material included in this book consists of modelled maps and diagrams, textual information and artistic work (photos, 
drawings, ...). The following section “Copyright notice and disclaimer” also defines the reuse policy to which this content 
is subject1-3. The section “How to cite the content of this book” explains the recommended citation format to properly 
acknowledge this work when referring to it in scientific, technical or other documents. Specific third-party content (e.g. 
artistic work) may be subject to different copyright and licensing. This chapter explains the terminology, licensing conditions 
and acronyms with which these aspects are annotated throughout the Atlas4.  

Copyright notice and disclaimer
© European Union, 2016 

The information and views set out in this book are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official opinion 
of the European Union. Neither the European Union institutions 
and bodies nor any person acting on their behalf may be held 
responsible for the use which may be made of the information 
contained therein.

Conventions and acronyms for individual 
copyright notices 
Specific third-party content (e.g. artistic work) may be subject 
to different copyright and licensing. Throughout the Atlas, 
information on these aspects is provided in the caption of each 
artistic work (e.g. photos, graphs, drawings, ...) which is subject to 
conditions specified in individual copyright notices. 

The information on specific third-party content is structured 
by providing the name of the author or copyright holder, the 
licensing conditions and – where available – a URL pointing to 
further online information:

Author name, acronym of the licensing conditions, URL
where the following acronyms and abbreviations are used: 

•	 AP: Atlas permission. 

•	 PD: Public domain; 

•	 CC0: Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication; 

•	 CC-BY: Creative Commons Attribution license; 

•	 Crown Copyright: Open Government Licence. 

The following sections describe these terms.

Atlas Permission (acronym: AP)

The copyright holders of the individual document (which may be 
e.g. an individual image, diagram, ...) for which this permission is 
granted give the European Union specific permission to modify 
and combine the aforementioned document with the European 
Atlas of Forest Tree Species, published by the Publication Office 
of the European Commission.

Public Domain (acronym: PD)

Works in the public domain are not covered by a license5. The 
specific material in the public domain is not copyrighted and no 
license is associated with it. Licenses exist which formally dedicate 
a work to the public domain, also providing a fallback license for 
cases where that is not legally possible4-7. Works released under 
these licenses are indicated with the acronym associated to the 
specific licenses (e.g. CC0).

Creative Commons licenses

Works covered by a Creative Commons license are provided, 
along with the legal code, also with a Commons Deed which is 
“the ‘human readable’ version of the license [...] a handy reference 
for licensors and licensees, summarizing and expressing some 
of the most important terms and conditions”8. In the following, 
a summary is provided from the Commons Deed associated 
with the Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication and the 
Creative Commons Attribution license. For completeness, the full 
legal code is also provided.

Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication (acronym: CC0)

Some of the key features of the Creative Commons Public Domain 
Dedication (CC0) rely on dedicating a work to the public domain 
by waiving copyright and related rights in a work, to the fullest 
extent permitted by law9. If the waiver is not effective for any 
reason, then CC0 acts as a license granting the public a license to 
use the work for any purpose9. In particular, a summary of CC0 is 
provided by its Commons Deed6:

•	 The person who associated a work with this deed has 
dedicated the work to the public domain by waiving all of 
his or her rights to the work worldwide under copyright law, 
including all related and neighboring rights, to the extent 
allowed by law6.

Users

•	 can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for 
commercial purposes, all without asking permission6.

As “Other Information”, the CC0 Commons Deed further 
specifies 6: 

•	 In no way are the patent or trademark rights of any person 
affected by CC0, nor are the rights that other persons may 
have in the work or in how the work is used, such as publicity 
or privacy rights6. 

•	 Unless expressly stated otherwise, the person who associated 
a work with this deed makes no warranties about the work, 
and disclaims liability for all uses of the work, to the fullest 
extent permitted by applicable law6. 

•	 When using or citing the work, you should not imply 
endorsement by the author or the affirmer6. 

For completeness, in the following section, the full legal code 
of the version 1.0 of the Creative Commons Public Domain 
Dedication (“CC0 1.0 Universal”) is provided6.

Information on copyright, citation and disclaimer

Reuse is authorised, provided the source is 
acknowledged. The reuse policy of the European 
Commission is implemented by a Decision of 12 
December 20111.

The general principle of reuse can be subject to 
conditions which may be specified in individual 
copyright notices. Therefore readers are advised 
to refer to the copyright notices of the individual 
documents (including individual images, diagrams, 
...). Reuse is not applicable to documents subject to 
intellectual property rights of third parties.

Individual copyright notices applied to individual 
documents (individual documents may be images, 
diagrams, ...).

The corresponding copyriht notices are annotated in 
the captions with acronyms opr abbreviations (PD, 
CC0, CC-BY, AP or Crown Copyright) whise definition is 
provided in this chapter.

Box: Background information and how to cite the content of this book
Each chapter in this book presents an extended summary providing an accessible dissemination of the main topics, aimed to be understandable 
by the general public but at the same time scientifically sound. Therefore, each chapter has been revised by scientific experts and includes a 
comprehensive list of scientific references. Although the chapters have been written by a number of different authors, they have been harmonised 
to obtain information that is as homogeneous as possible throughout the Atlas. The full version of each chapter (expanded and fully peer-reviewed) 
will be published in the online version of the Atlas at https://w3id.org/mtv/FISE-Comm/v01/. The online version of each chapter is the recommended 
version to cite.

Each chapter in the book has a section providing the recommended citation format for the printed version of the chapter:

 <Author names>, 2016. <Title of the chapter>. In: San-Miguel-Ayanz, J., de Rigo, D., Caudullo, G., Houston Durrant, T., Mauri, A. (Eds.), 
European Atlas of Forest Tree Species, Publication Office of the European Union, Luxembourg. pp. <page(s)>

Citing individual chapters should be the preferred option. To refer to the entire book as opposed to individual chapters, please cite as:

     San-Miguel-Ayanz, J., de Rigo, D., Caudullo, G., Houston Durrant, T., Mauri, A. (Eds.), 2016. European Atlas of Forest Tree Species. 
Publication Office of the European Union, Luxembourg.

In order to refer to the online fully peer-reviewed version of each chapter (as recommended), please consult the recommended citation format at https://
w3id.org/mtv/FISE-Comm/v01/. This is the URL to access the index of the online version of the Atlas, where you may easily find the chapter of interest.

Fig. 1: Visual summary of the copyright and licensing aspects associated 
with the content of this book. This summary is not a license and highlights 
only some aspects of the actual license. It is recommended to review 
carefully all of the terms and conditions of the actual license (see in 
particular the section “Copyright notice and disclaimer” in this chapter and 
the subsequent sections for the individual copyright notices) before using 
the licensed material.
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CC0 1.0 Universal

Statement of Purpose
The laws of most jurisdictions throughout the world automatically confer 
exclusive Copyright and Related Rights (defined below) upon the creator 
and subsequent owner(s) (each and all, an “owner”) of an original work of 
authorship and/or a database (each, a “Work”).

Certain owners wish to permanently relinquish those rights to a Work for 
the purpose of contributing to a commons of creative, cultural and scientific 
works (“Commons”) that the public can reliably and without fear of later claims 
of infringement build upon, modify, incorporate in other works, reuse and 
redistribute as freely as possible in any form whatsoever and for any purposes, 
including without limitation commercial purposes. These owners may contribute 
to the Commons to promote the ideal of a free culture and the further 
production of creative, cultural and scientific works, or to gain reputation or 
greater distribution for their Work in part through the use and efforts of others.

For these and/or other purposes and motivations, and without any expectation 
of additional consideration or compensation, the person associating CC0 with 
a Work (the “Affirmer”), to the extent that he or she is an owner of Copyright 
and Related Rights in the Work, voluntarily elects to apply CC0 to the Work 
and publicly distribute the Work under its terms, with knowledge of his or her 
Copyright and Related Rights in the Work and the meaning and intended legal 
effect of CC0 on those rights.

1. Copyright and Related Rights. A Work made available under CC0 may 
be protected by copyright and related or neighboring rights (“Copyright and 
Related Rights”). Copyright and Related Rights include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 

1.	 the right to reproduce, adapt, distribute, perform, display, communicate, 
and translate a Work; 

2.	 moral rights retained by the original author(s) and/or performer(s); 

3.	 publicity and privacy rights pertaining to a person’s image or likeness 
depicted in a Work; 

4.	 rights protecting against unfair competition in regards to a Work, subject 
to the limitations in paragraph 4(a), below; 

5.	 rights protecting the extraction, dissemination, use and reuse of data 
in a Work; 

6.	 database rights (such as those arising under Directive 96/9/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 1996 on the legal 
protection of databases, and under any national implementation thereof, 
including any amended or successor version of such directive); and 

7.	 other similar, equivalent or corresponding rights throughout the world 
based on applicable law or treaty, and any national implementations 
thereof. 

2. Waiver. To the greatest extent permitted by, but not in contravention of, 
applicable law, Affirmer hereby overtly, fully, permanently, irrevocably and 
unconditionally waives, abandons, and surrenders all of Affirmer’s Copyright 
and Related Rights and associated claims and causes of action, whether now 
known or unknown (including existing as well as future claims and causes of 
action), in the Work (i) in all territories worldwide, (ii) for the maximum duration 
provided by applicable law or treaty (including future time extensions), (iii) in 
any current or future medium and for any number of copies, and (iv) for 
any purpose whatsoever, including without limitation commercial, advertising 
or promotional purposes (the “Waiver”). Affirmer makes the Waiver for 
the benefit of each member of the public at large and to the detriment of 
Affirmer’s heirs and successors, fully intending that such Waiver shall not be 
subject to revocation, rescission, cancellation, termination, or any other legal 
or equitable action to disrupt the quiet enjoyment of the Work by the public 
as contemplated by Affirmer’s express Statement of Purpose. 

3. Public License Fallback. Should any part of the Waiver for any reason be 
judged legally invalid or ineffective under applicable law, then the Waiver shall 
be preserved to the maximum extent permitted taking into account Affirmer’s 
express Statement of Purpose. In addition, to the extent the Waiver is so 
judged Affirmer hereby grants to each affected person a royalty-free, non 
transferable, non sublicensable, non exclusive, irrevocable and unconditional 
license to exercise Affirmer’s Copyright and Related Rights in the Work (i) in 
all territories worldwide, (ii) for the maximum duration provided by applicable 
law or treaty (including future time extensions), (iii) in any current or future 
medium and for any number of copies, and (iv) for any purpose whatsoever, 
including without limitation commercial, advertising or promotional purposes 
(the “License”). The License shall be deemed effective as of the date CC0 
was applied by Affirmer to the Work. Should any part of the License for any 
reason be judged legally invalid or ineffective under applicable law, such 
partial invalidity or ineffectiveness shall not invalidate the remainder of the 
License, and in such case Affirmer hereby affirms that he or she will not (i) 
exercise any of his or her remaining Copyright and Related Rights in the Work 
or (ii) assert any associated claims and causes of action with respect to the 
Work, in either case contrary to Affirmer’s express Statement of Purpose.

4. Limitations and Disclaimers. 

1.	 No trademark or patent rights held by Affirmer are waived, abandoned, 
surrendered, licensed or otherwise affected by this document. 

2.	 Affirmer offers the Work as-is and makes no representations or 
warranties of any kind concerning the Work, express, implied, 
statutory or otherwise, including without limitation warranties of title, 
merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, non infringement, 
or the absence of latent or other defects, accuracy, or the present or 
absence of errors, whether or not discoverable, all to the greatest extent 
permissible under applicable law. 

3.	 Affirmer disclaims responsibility for clearing rights of other persons 
that may apply to the Work or any use thereof, including without 
limitation any person’s Copyright and Related Rights in the Work. Further, 
Affirmer disclaims responsibility for obtaining any necessary consents, 
permissions or other rights required for any use of the Work. 

4.	 Affirmer understands and acknowledges that Creative Commons is not 
a party to this document and has no duty or obligation with respect to 
this CC0 or use of the Work. 

Creative Commons Attribution (acronym: CC-BY)

A variety of versions exist for the Creative Commons Attribution 
license10-15. Common elements characterise their Commons Deed 
and provide users of the licensed work with the freedom to: 

•	 Share - copy and redistribute the material in any medium or 
format10, 12, 14 

•	 Adapt - remix, transform, and build upon the material for any 
purpose, even commercially10, 12, 14. 

The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as users 
follow the license terms, under the following terms: 

•	 Attribution - users must give appropriate credit, provide a 
link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. Users 
may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that 
suggests the licensor endorses them or their use10, 12, 14.

The aforementioned summary “highlights only some of the 
key features and terms of the actual license. It is not a license 
and has no legal value”. Users “should carefully review all of 
the terms and conditions of the actual license before using the 
licensed material”10, 12, 14. For completeness, in the following 
section, the full legal code of the version 4.0 of the Creative 
Commons Attribution license (“Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International Public License”) is provided14.

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International Public License

By exercising the Licensed Rights (defined below), You accept and agree to be 
bound by the terms and conditions of this Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International Public License (“Public License”). To the extent this Public License 
may be interpreted as a contract, You are granted the Licensed Rights in 
consideration of Your acceptance of these terms and conditions, and the Licensor 
grants You such rights in consideration of benefits the Licensor receives from 
making the Licensed Material available under these terms and conditions.

Section 1 – Definitions. 
1.	 Adapted Material means material subject to Copyright and Similar 

Rights that is derived from or based upon the Licensed Material 
and in which the Licensed Material is translated, altered, arranged, 
transformed, or otherwise modified in a manner requiring permission 
under the Copyright and Similar Rights held by the Licensor. For purposes 
of this Public License, where the Licensed Material is a musical work, 
performance, or sound recording, Adapted Material is always produced 
where the Licensed Material is synched in timed relation with a moving 
image. 

2.	 Adapter’s License means the license You apply to Your Copyright and 
Similar Rights in Your contributions to Adapted Material in accordance 
with the terms and conditions of this Public License. 

3.	 Copyright and Similar Rights means copyright and/or similar rights 
closely related to copyright including, without limitation, performance, 
broadcast, sound recording, and Sui Generis Database Rights, without 
regard to how the rights are labeled or categorized. For purposes of 
this Public License, the rights specified in Section 2(b)(1)-(2) are not 
Copyright and Similar Rights. 

4.	 Effective Technological Measures means those measures that, in 
the absence of proper authority, may not be circumvented under laws 
fulfilling obligations under Article 11 of the WIPO Copyright Treaty 
adopted on December 20, 1996, and/or similar international agreements. 

5.	 Exceptions and Limitations means fair use, fair dealing, and/or any 
other exception or limitation to Copyright and Similar Rights that applies 
to Your use of the Licensed Material. 

6.	 Licensed Material means the artistic or literary work, database, or 
other material to which the Licensor applied this Public License. 

7.	 Licensed Rights means the rights granted to You subject to the terms 
and conditions of this Public License, which are limited to all Copyright 
and Similar Rights that apply to Your use of the Licensed Material and 
that the Licensor has authority to license. 

8.	 Licensor means the individual(s) or entity(ies) granting rights under this 
Public License. 

9.	 Share means to provide material to the public by any means or process 
that requires permission under the Licensed Rights, such as reproduction, 
public display, public performance, distribution, dissemination, 
communication, or importation, and to make material available to the 
public including in ways that members of the public may access the 
material from a place and at a time individually chosen by them. 

10.	 Sui Generis Database Rights means rights other than copyright 
resulting from Directive 96/9/EC of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 11 March 1996 on the legal protection of databases, 
as amended and/or succeeded, as well as other essentially equivalent 
rights anywhere in the world. 

11.	 You means the individual or entity exercising the Licensed Rights under 
this Public License. Your has a corresponding meaning. 

Section 2 – Scope.

1.	 License grant. 
a.	 Subject to the terms and conditions of this Public License, the Licensor 

hereby grants You a worldwide, royalty-free, non-sublicensable, non-
exclusive, irrevocable license to exercise the Licensed Rights in the 
Licensed Material to: 

i.	 reproduce and Share the Licensed Material, in whole or in part; and 

ii.	 produce, reproduce, and Share Adapted Material. 

b.	 Exceptions and Limitations. For the avoidance of doubt, where Exceptions 
and Limitations apply to Your use, this Public License does not apply, and 
You do not need to comply with its terms and conditions. 

c.	 Term. The term of this Public License is specified in Section 6(a). 

d.	 Media and formats; technical modifications allowed. The Licensor 
authorizes You to exercise the Licensed Rights in all media and formats 
whether now known or hereafter created, and to make technical 
modifications necessary to do so. The Licensor waives and/or agrees 
not to assert any right or authority to forbid You from making technical 
modifications necessary to exercise the Licensed Rights, including 
technical modifications necessary to circumvent Effective Technological 
Measures. For purposes of this Public License, simply making 
modifications authorized by this Section 2(a)(4) never produces Adapted 
Material.

e.	 Downstream recipients. 

i.	 Offer from the Licensor – Licensed Material. Every recipient of the 
Licensed Material automatically receives an offer from the Licensor 
to exercise the Licensed Rights under the terms and conditions of 
this Public License. 

ii.	 No downstream restrictions. You may not offer or impose any 
additional or different terms or conditions on, or apply any Effective 
Technological Measures to, the Licensed Material if doing so 
restricts exercise of the Licensed Rights by any recipient of the 
Licensed Material. 

f.	 No endorsement. Nothing in this Public License constitutes or may be 
construed as permission to assert or imply that You are, or that Your use 
of the Licensed Material is, connected with, or sponsored, endorsed, or 
granted official status by, the Licensor or others designated to receive 
attribution as provided in Section 3(a)(1)(A)(i). 

2.	 Other rights. 
a.	 Moral rights, such as the right of integrity, are not licensed under this 

Public License, nor are publicity, privacy, and/or other similar personality 
rights; however, to the extent possible, the Licensor waives and/or 
agrees not to assert any such rights held by the Licensor to the limited 
extent necessary to allow You to exercise the Licensed Rights, but not 
otherwise. 

b.	 Patent and trademark rights are not licensed under this Public License. 

c.	 To the extent possible, the Licensor waives any right to collect royalties 
from You for the exercise of the Licensed Rights, whether directly or 
through a collecting society under any voluntary or waivable statutory 
or compulsory licensing scheme. In all other cases the Licensor expressly 
reserves any right to collect such royalties. 

Section 3 – License Conditions.
Your exercise of the Licensed Rights is expressly made subject to the following 
conditions. 

1.	 Attribution. 
a.	 If You Share the Licensed Material (including in modified form), You 

must: 

i.	 retain the following if it is supplied by the Licensor with the Licensed 
Material: 

A.	 identification of the creator(s) of the Licensed Material and 
any others designated to receive attribution, in any reasonable 
manner requested by the Licensor (including by pseudonym if 
designated); 

B.	 a copyright notice; 

C.	 a notice that refers to this Public License; 

D.	 a notice that refers to the disclaimer of warranties; 

E.	a URI or hyperlink to the Licensed Material to the extent 
reasonably practicable; 

ii.	 indicate if You modified the Licensed Material and retain an indication of 
any previous modifications; and 

iii.	 indicate the Licensed Material is licensed under this Public License, and 
include the text of, or the URI or hyperlink to, this Public License. 

b.	 You may satisfy the conditions in Section 3(a)(1) in any reasonable 
manner based on the medium, means, and context in which You Share 
the Licensed Material. For example, it may be reasonable to satisfy the 
conditions by providing a URI or hyperlink to a resource that includes the 
required information. 

c.	 If requested by the Licensor, You must remove any of the information 
required by Section 3(a)(1)(A) to the extent reasonably practicable. 

d.	 If You Share Adapted Material You produce, the Adapter’s License 
You apply must not prevent recipients of the Adapted Material from 
complying with this Public License. 
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Section 4 – Sui Generis Database Rights.
Where the Licensed Rights include Sui Generis Database Rights that apply to 
Your use of the Licensed Material: 

1.	 for the avoidance of doubt, Section 2(a)(1) grants You the right to 
extract, reuse, reproduce, and Share all or a substantial portion of the 
contents of the database; 

2.	 if You include all or a substantial portion of the database contents in 
a database in which You have Sui Generis Database Rights, then the 
database in which You have Sui Generis Database Rights (but not its 
individual contents) is Adapted Material; and 

3.	 You must comply with the conditions in Section 3(a) if You Share all or a 
substantial portion of the contents of the database. 

For the avoidance of doubt, this Section 4 supplements and does not replace 
Your obligations under this Public License where the Licensed Rights include 
other Copyright and Similar Rights. 

Section 5 – Disclaimer of Warranties and Limitation of 
Liability. 
1.	 Unless otherwise separately undertaken by the Licensor, to the extent 

possible, the Licensor offers the Licensed Material as-is and as-available, 
and makes no representations or warranties of any kind concerning the 
Licensed Material, whether express, implied, statutory, or other. This 
includes, without limitation, warranties of title, merchantability, fitness 
for a particular purpose, non-infringement, absence of latent or other 
defects, accuracy, or the presence or absence of errors, whether or not 
known or discoverable. Where disclaimers of warranties are not allowed 
in full or in part, this disclaimer may not apply to You. 

2.	 To the extent possible, in no event will the Licensor be liable to You on 
any legal theory (including, without limitation, negligence) or otherwise 
for any direct, special, indirect, incidental, consequential, punitive, 
exemplary, or other losses, costs, expenses, or damages arising out of 
this Public License or use of the Licensed Material, even if the Licensor 
has been advised of the possibility of such losses, costs, expenses, or 
damages. Where a limitation of liability is not allowed in full or in part, 
this limitation may not apply to You. 

The disclaimer of warranties and limitation of liability provided above shall be 
interpreted in a manner that, to the extent possible, most closely approximates 
an absolute disclaimer and waiver of all liability. 

Section 6 – Term and Termination. 
1.	 This Public License applies for the term of the Copyright and Similar Rights 

licensed here. However, if You fail to comply with this Public License, 
then Your rights under this Public License terminate automatically. 

2.	 Where Your right to use the Licensed Material has terminated under 
Section 6(a), it reinstates: 

a.	 automatically as of the date the violation is cured, provided it is cured 
within 30 days of Your discovery of the violation; or 

b.	 upon express reinstatement by the Licensor. 

For the avoidance of doubt, this Section 6(b) does not affect any right the 
Licensor may have to seek remedies for Your violations of this Public License. 

1.	 For the avoidance of doubt, the Licensor may also offer the Licensed 
Material under separate terms or conditions or stop distributing the 
Licensed Material at any time; however, doing so will not terminate this 
Public License. 

2.	 Sections 1, 5, 6, 7, and 8 survive termination of this Public License. 

Section 7 – Other Terms and Conditions. 
1.	 The Licensor shall not be bound by any additional or different terms or 

conditions communicated by You unless expressly agreed. 

2.	 Any arrangements, understandings, or agreements regarding the 
Licensed Material not stated herein are separate from and independent 
of the terms and conditions of this Public License. 

Section 8 – Interpretation. 
1.	 For the avoidance of doubt, this Public License does not, and shall not 

be interpreted to, reduce, limit, restrict, or impose conditions on any use 
of the Licensed Material that could lawfully be made without permission 
under this Public License. 

2.	 To the extent possible, if any provision of this Public License is deemed 
unenforceable, it shall be automatically reformed to the minimum 
extent necessary to make it enforceable. If the provision cannot be 
reformed, it shall be severed from this Public License without affecting 
the enforceability of the remaining terms and conditions. 

3.	 No term or condition of this Public License will be waived and no failure 
to comply consented to unless expressly agreed to by the Licensor. 

4.	 Nothing in this Public License constitutes or may be interpreted as a 
limitation upon, or waiver of, any privileges and immunities that apply to 
the Licensor or You, including from the legal processes of any jurisdiction 
or authority. 

Open Government Licence (abbreviation: 
Crown Copyright)
Some material provided by government organisations such as the 
UK Forestry Commission is licensed under the Open Government 
Licence16, 17.

For completeness, in the following section, the full legal code 
of the version 3.0 of the Open Government Licence (“Open 
Government Licence for public sector information”) is provided17.

Open Government Licence for public sector 
information
You are encouraged to use and re-use the Information that is available under 
this licence freely and flexibly, with only a few conditions. 

Using Information under this licence 

Use of copyright and database right material expressly made available 
under this licence (the ’Information’) indicates your acceptance of the terms 
and conditions below. 

The Licensor grants you a worldwide, royalty-free, perpetual, non-
exclusive licence to use the Information subject to the conditions below. 

This licence does not affect your freedom under fair dealing or fair use 
or any other copyright or database right exceptions and limitations. 

You are free to:  

•	 copy, publish, distribute and transmit the Information; 

•	 adapt the Information; 

•	 exploit the Information commercially and non-commercially for example, 
by combining it with other Information, or by including it in your own 
product or application. 

You must (where you do any of the above): 

•	 acknowledge the source of the Information in your product or application 
by including or linking to any attribution statement specified by the 
Information Provider(s) and, where possible, provide a link to this licence; 

If the Information Provider does not provide a specific attribution statement, 
you must use the following: 

	 Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government 
Licence v3.0. 

If you are using Information from several Information Providers and listing 
multiple attributions is not practical in your product or application, you may 
include a URI or hyperlink to a resource that contains the required attribution 
statements. 

These are important conditions of this licence and if you fail to comply with 
them the rights granted to you under this licence, or any similar licence 
granted by the Licensor, will end automatically. 

Exemptions  

This licence does not cover: 

•	 personal data in the Information; 

•	 Information that has not been accessed by way of publication or 
disclosure under information access legislation (including the Freedom 
of Information Acts for the UK and Scotland) by or with the consent of 
the Information Provider; 

•	 departmental or public sector organisation logos, crests and the Royal 
Arms except where they form an integral part of a document or dataset; 

•	 military insignia; 

•	 third party rights the Information Provider is not authorised to license; 

•	 other intellectual property rights, including patents, trade marks, and 
design rights; and 

•	 identity documents such as the British Passport 

Non-endorsement

This licence does not grant you any right to use the Information in a way that 
suggests any official status or that the Information Provider and/or Licensor 
endorse you or your use of the Information. 

No warranty 

The Information is licensed ’as is’ and the Information Provider and/or Licensor 
excludes all representations, warranties, obligations and liabilities in relation 
to the Information to the maximum extent permitted by law. 

The Information Provider and/or Licensor are not liable for any errors or 
omissions in the Information and shall not be liable for any loss, injury or 
damage of any kind caused by its use. The Information Provider does not 
guarantee the continued supply of the Information. 

Governing Law 

This licence is governed by the laws of the jurisdiction in which the Information 
Provider has its principal place of business, unless otherwise specified by the 
Information Provider. 

Definitions

In this licence, the terms below have the following meanings: 

’Information’ means information protected by copyright or by database right 
(for example, literary and artistic works, content, data and source code) 
offered for use under the terms of this licence. 

’Information Provider’ means the person or organisation providing the 
Information under this licence. 

’Licensor’ means any Information Provider which has the authority to offer 
Information under the terms of this licence or the Controller of Her Majesty’s 
Stationery Office, who has the authority to offer Information subject to Crown 
copyright and Crown database rights and Information subject to copyright and 
database right that has been assigned to or acquired by the Crown, under the 
terms of this licence. 

’Use’ means doing any act which is restricted by copyright or database right, 
whether in the original medium or in any other medium, and includes without 
limitation distributing, copying, adapting, modifying as may be technically 
necessary to use it in a different mode or format. 

’You’, ’you’ and ’your’ means the natural or legal person, or body of persons 
corporate or incorporate, acquiring rights in the Information (whether the 
Information is obtained directly from the Licensor or otherwise) under this 
licence. 

About the Open Government Licence

The Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office (HMSO) has developed 
this licence as a tool to enable Information Providers in the public sector to 
license the use and re-use of their Information under a common open licence. 
The Controller invites public sector bodies owning their own copyright and 
database rights to permit the use of their Information under this licence. 

The Controller of HMSO has authority to license Information subject to 
copyright and database right owned by the Crown. The extent of the 
Controller’s offer to license this Information under the terms of this licence is 
set out in the the UK Government Licensing Framework.

This is version 3.0 of the Open Government Licence. The Controller of HMSO 
may, from time to time, issue new versions of the Open Government Licence. 
If you are already using Information under a previous version of the Open 
Government Licence, the terms of that licence will continue to apply.

These terms are compatible with the Creative Commons Attribution License 
4.0 and the Open Data Commons Attribution License, both of which license 
copyright and database rights. This means that when the Information is 
adapted and licensed under either of those licences, you automatically satisfy 
the conditions of the OGL when you comply with the other licence. The OGLv3.0 
is Open Definition compliant. 

Further context, best practice and guidance can be found in the UK 
Government Licensing Framework section on The National Archives website.
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Page 200: 
A forest trail running along the top of an esker in  
Põhja-Kõrvemaa, Estonia”
(Copyright Hannu, commons.wikimedia.org: PD)

Pages 198-199: 
Open forest of Pyrenean pine (Pinus uncinata) in the 
karst Larra-Belagua massif (Navarra, North Spain).
(Copyright Alfonso San Miguel: CC-BY)
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